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21 November 1864

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church, Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte was
back and presided at the meeting. The only item on the agenda was to discuss the need for a
second pastor because the congregation was widely dispersed and because of the continuing
weakness and ill health of the pastor. "There was, however, the feeling that it would be very
difficult to find a pastor who meets the requirements of the congregation." Several names of
possible candidates were given.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II., p. 220.

Page 220

Consistory Meeting of November 21, 1864
Absent: Brothers Broek, Wilterdink, Naber, and Vork.
ARTICLE 1 — Rev. van Raalte was present, and he opened the meeting with prayer and
served as chairman.
ARTICLE 2— There was a discussion about the need for a second pastor, because of the
wide dispersion of our congregation, as well as the ongoing weakness and illness of Rev.
van Raalte. There was general agreement that the welfare of the congregation would be
advanced by having another pastor alongside of Rev. van Raalte. There was, however,
the feeling that it would be very difficult to find a pastor who meets the requirements of
the congregation. Various ministers were mentioned, both in the Netherlands and here,
such as the Revs. Donner, Dosker, ten Bokkel, etc., Revs. Pieters, Winters, and Johannes
van der Meulen.
It was decided that at the next congregational meeting there will be a discussion about
these matters and the sense of the congregation will be determined, and, if necessary, an
election will take place.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Labots.

G. Wakker, clerk

